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Bond and Behave - Vehicle Transport Agreement 
Assistance Dog Programme

1. Purpose
This agreement outlines the minimum safety standards required when transporting your dog in a vehicle.

These rules are in place to protect:
- Your dog’s welfare
- Your safety
- Public safety

2. Legal Responsibility
When transporting your dog, you are legally responsible for ensuring your dog is safely restrained.

Under UK law, dogs must not be a distraction to the driver.

3. Safe Transport Requirements
When travelling with your dog, you must ensure:
- Your dog is securely restrained at all times

Acceptable options include:
  - A crash-tested crate
  - A secured travel harness attached to a seatbelt
  - A fixed vehicle dog guard (boot area only)

Your dog must not be loose in the vehicle

4. Crate and Equipment Standards
If using a crate:
- It must be appropriately sized (dog can stand, turn, and lie comfortably)
- It must be securely fixed and not able to slide
- It must be well ventilated
- It must be in good condition (no damage or sharp edges)

5. Ventilation and Temperature
You must ensure:
- The vehicle is well ventilated at all times
- The temperature is safe and comfortable for your dog
- Extra care is taken in hot or cold weather

6. No Unattended Dog Rule
You must not leave your dog unattended in a vehicle where this may put them at risk.

This includes:
- Warm or hot weather
- Cold conditions
- Situations where ventilation is limited

If you must briefly leave the vehicle, it must be safe, necessary, and minimal in duration.




7. Journey Planning
You must:
- Provide your dog with regular breaks on longer journeys
- Ensure access to water where appropriate
- Monitor your dog for signs of stress, overheating, or discomfort

8. Breakdowns or Emergencies
In the event of a breakdown or emergency:
- Your dog must remain securely under control at all times
- If exiting the vehicle, your dog must be on lead
- Move to a safe location away from traffic where possible
- Contact emergency services or breakdown assistance as required

9. Accidents
In the event of a road traffic accident:
- Ensure your own safety first
- Secure your dog immediately (on lead if outside vehicle)
- Seek veterinary attention if needed
- Inform Bond and Behave if the dog is part of the programme

10. When NOT to Transport Your Dog
You must not transport your dog if:
- The dog is unwell or unfit to travel
- The dog cannot be safely restrained
- The vehicle is not suitable or safe

11. Programme Expectations
Failure to follow this agreement may result in:
- Suspension from sessions or public access work
- Review under programme safety policies
- Potential removal from the programme in serious cases

12. Acknowledgement
I confirm that I have read, understood, and agree to follow the Bond and Behave Vehicle Transport Agreement.

I understand that I am responsible for ensuring my dog is transported safely at all times.


This agreement ensures that all dogs in the Bond and Behave programme are transported safely, responsibly, and in line with UK legal requirements and welfare standards.
NOTE: Full policy is available on request.
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