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Bond and Behave - Handler Alcohol Use Agreement Form
Assistance Dog Programme

1. Purpose
This agreement ensures that handlers understand and commit to the responsible management of alcohol consumption when working with their assistance dog.

It balances personal discretion with dog welfare, public safety, and professional conduct.

2. Policy Summary
Standard practice: Alcohol consumption is not condoned while working an assistance dog. Handlers are expected to remain fully alert, professional, and responsible.

Occasional use: On rare occasions, handlers may consume alcohol within Scottish legal limits for drink-driving, provided it does not impair their ability to safely manage the dog.

Legal limits: Current Scottish legal limits are:
  
  - 50 mg of alcohol per 100 ml of blood
  - 22 µg of alcohol per 100 ml of breath
  - 67 mg of alcohol per 100 ml of urine

Handlers must never exceed these limits while the dog is working or in public access situations.

3. Handler Declaration
I, the undersigned, acknowledge and agree that:

1. I understand that Bond and Behave does not condone regular alcohol consumption while working with my assistance dog.
2. I may occasionally consume alcohol while working my dog, provided I remain under the Scottish legal limits and fully capable of safely handling my dog.
3. I will not allow alcohol to impair my judgement, reaction time, or ability to ensure the welfare of my dog or the safety of the public.
4. I understand that any breach of this policy may result in temporary suspension, investigation, or removal from the programme, in line with Bond and Behave policies.
5. I will notify programme staff if there is any doubt regarding my fitness to handle my dog due to alcohol consumption.

4. Programme Acknowledgment
Bond and Behave acknowledges that:

- Occasional alcohol consumption within legal limits may be acceptable.
- Handlers remain responsible for the welfare, safety, and public conduct of their assistance dog.
- All breaches of this policy will be handled fairly, documented, and acted upon according to programme procedures.
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