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Bond and Behave - Hot Weather Policy – Client Summary Agreement
Assistance Dog Programme

1. Purpose

This document outlines how to protect your dog’s health and welfare in warm and hot weather.

Dogs are at risk of overheating and heatstroke, which can be life-threatening.

Your dog’s safety must always come before training or work.

2. General Rule

If in doubt — do not work your dog in the heat.

3. Temperature Guidelines

You must take extra care when temperatures rise, particularly:

· 18°C and above → Use caution
· 20°C and above → Reduce activity and avoid busy environments
· 23°C and above → Avoid public access work where possible
· 25°C and above → No working or training in public environments

Note: Some dogs may be affected at lower temperatures.

4. When NOT to Work Your Dog

You must not work your dog if:
- The ground is too hot (risk of paw burns)
- The environment is crowded, enclosed, or poorly ventilated
- There is no access to shade or water
- Your dog shows any signs of discomfort

5. Signs of Overheating

You must monitor your dog at all times for signs of heat stress, including:

- Excessive panting
- Drooling
- Slowing down or reluctance to move
- Red gums or tongue
- Vomiting or wobbling

If you notice any of these signs:

- Stop work immediately
- Move your dog to a cool, shaded area
- Offer water
- Seek veterinary advice if symptoms persist









6. Adjusting Work in Warm Weather

In warmer conditions, you must:

- Keep sessions short and low intensity
- Work during cooler times of day (morning/evening)
- Provide frequent breaks
- Ensure access to cool, shaded rest areas
- Carry water for your dog

7. Vehicle Safety

- Dogs must never be left in a hot vehicle
- Even mild weather can become dangerous quickly
- If unsure, do not leave your dog in the car

8. Handler Responsibility

As the handler, you are responsible for:

- Monitoring weather conditions
- Adjusting or cancelling plans if needed
- Prioritising your dog’s welfare at all times

9. Programme Authority

Bond and Behave reserves the right to:

- Cancel or modify sessions due to weather
- Restrict public access work in hot conditions
- Require dogs to rest where welfare concerns arise

Failure to follow this policy may result in:

- Suspension from sessions
- Programme review

10. Acknowledgement

I confirm that I have read, understood, and agree to follow the Bond and Behave Hot Weather Policy.

I understand that failure to follow this guidance may place my dog at serious risk.


This agreement ensures that all dogs within the Bond and Behave programme are protected from heat-related risks and unnecessary harm.
NOTE: Full policy is available on request.
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