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Bond and Behave – Animal Welfare Policy

Effective Date: 08/08/2025
Last Reviewed: 08/08/2025
Next Review Date: 08/08/2026

Policy Statement

Bond and Behave is committed to ensuring the physical and emotional wellbeing of all dogs in our care, in line with the UK Animal Welfare Act 2006 and the Five Welfare Needs. We believe that training should be ethical, force-free, and enjoyable for both dogs and their handlers.

The Five Welfare Needs

We work to meet the following welfare needs for every dog:

1. A suitable environment – clean, safe training spaces free from hazards.

2. A suitable diet – dogs may be rewarded with appropriate treats, provided by the owner or agreed in advance.

3. Ability to exhibit normal behaviour – opportunities for natural behaviours such as sniffing, exploring, and resting.

4. Housing with, or apart from, other animals – managing dog-to-dog interactions to suit individual temperaments.

5. Protection from pain, suffering, injury, and disease – proactive health and safety measures, and referral to veterinary care when needed.










Training Methods

We use positive reinforcement and other kind, science-based methods.

We do not use aversive tools such as prong collars, electric collars, choke chains, or any methods that cause fear, pain, or distress.

Training is adapted to each dog’s needs, age, breed, and physical ability.

Health and Veterinary Care

Owners must inform the trainer of any medical conditions, injuries, or relevant behavioural issues.

Dogs showing signs of illness (e.g., coughing, diarrhoea, vomiting) should not attend sessions.

Any injuries or health incidents during training will be recorded, and veterinary advice sought where appropriate.

Supervision & Safety

Dogs remain under the supervision of their owner/handler at all times.

Reactive or anxious dogs will be managed to avoid stress or conflict.

Training environments will be assessed for risks before each session.

Welfare During Training

Sessions are designed to be safe, enjoyable, and non-stressful.

Breaks, access to water, and opportunities for rest will be provided as needed.

Dogs will never be forced to participate in activities that cause fear or distress.





Review & Continuous Improvement

This policy will be reviewed annually or after any incident affecting animal welfare.

We commit to ongoing professional development to ensure best practice in dog welfare and training.

Signed: ___V.McKenzie_____________
Name: Victoria Mckenzie
Date: _______08/08/2025    .
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